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Love Their Husbands

XXXX Pr ide Defeats Love x

Pride is an enemy of love. It says I like my ideas, and I want my 
way. It criticizes others’ suggestions and is inflexible. Pride thinks it 
knows better than others do. It makes excuses when confronted. It 
thinks of self above others. All of those are attitudes that will under-
mine love. One very sad thing about pride is that often we don’t 
recognize it in our lives. We justify ourselves by thinking we are 
helpful or doing our job. 

“He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth his 
trust in the LORD shall be made fat.” 

 —Proverbs 28:25

Xq What does the proud heart do?

It is my pride that causes me to think I am right. That pride brings 
strife, contention, and disagreements. Strife is contrary to love, tear-
ing it down, and separating hearts. In this verse, the opposite of 
a proud heart is a heart that trusts in the Lord. When we choose 
to trust the Lord for outcomes, we will be setting pride aside and 
enabling love to grow.

“But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” 

 —James 4:6

Xq Who does God resist?

Xq What does He give to the humble?
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XXXX A Power ful Test imony x

I regularly hear from women who have chosen to give up a presti-
gious career in order to be a keeper at home. They have evaluated 
what is wood, hay, and stubble and traded that for a priceless gem 
of eternal worth by investing in the lives of their husbands and chil-
dren. Let me share one of those testimonies with you from a doctor 
who is hanging up her stethoscope to be a full-time mommy. 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell,

I am a wife, mother, and an emergency room doctor. Over the past year 
or so the Lord has been convicting me that I should stay at home with our 
children full-time. We are going to have to sell our custom-built dream 
house in order for me to stay home because we will lose my half of the 
income. I now see that my ministry is at home and not in the E.R. 

Blessings to you, 
Valerie, M.D.

XXXX The W idow's Q ual if icat ions and Deacon’s W ives x

“Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years 
old, having been the wife of one man, Well reported of for good 
works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, 
if she have washed the saints’ feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, 
if she have diligently followed every good work.” 

 —1 Timothy 5:9-10



101

Sample

Keepers at Home

Xq Make a list of what the widow did before she was a widow 
that qualifies her to be cared for by the church in her old age. 

Where was this woman doing good works? She could have been 
home, at the temple, or out in the community. However, if we evalu-
ate her tasks, I believe we can see it is likely she spent most of her 
time at home. Bringing up children would have been accomplished 
at home, along with lodging strangers and washing saints’ feet. 
The work for relieving the afflicted was probably done at home and 
delivered to the needy. Perhaps she was making a meal and taking 
it to a family. We know the widows sewed garments, which they did 
in their homes, and it is probable that they used some of those items 
to provide for the needs of the poor. 

“Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children 
and their own houses well.” 

 —1 Timothy 3:12

Xq What are the qualifications for deacons found in this verse?

When a man is away working most of the day, how will he rule his 
children and house well? Obviously the wife is key in all of that. 
If there is to be emphasis on raising children and managing the 



Sample #3



149

Sample

Not Blasphemed

was to call out to God and plead with Him for help. He felt assured 
that God heard him, and God encouraged him not to be afraid. The 
end result was that God redeemed his life. The Lord wants to do the 
same thing for us, and it begins with us crying out to Him in our 
time of need.

XXXX C ount It Al l Joy x

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.” 

 —James 1:2-4

Xq When are we to count it all joy?

Xq What is the outcome of counting it all joy?

“Are you serious?” you might ask me. “Do you think I could pos-
sibly count it ALL joy?” The word temptations in this verse means 
adversity. To count it all joy is certainly not our natural response to 
struggles, and therefore we will have to choose it rather than expect-
ing to feel emotionally joyful. It is hard for me to face a trial in the 
neutral position without grumbling and complaining. To go beyond 
feeling neutral to counting it all joy takes an act of self-discipline. 

Think what counting it all joy in trials will mean to developing sweet 
relationships. Rather than worrying, crying, and complaining over 
problems, we face them with patience, and patience does a neces-
sary work in our lives. The outcome will be a sweeter person who 
will then be creating sweet relationships.
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“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abun-
dance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 

 —2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Xq What did Paul have that was a problem to him?

Xq Why did he have it?

Xq How many times did he ask the Lord to remove it?

Xq What was God’s response?

Xq What was Paul’s response?

Xq Why?

Xq What did he take pleasure in?

Xq Why?


